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A SERMON FOR SUNDAY

AN ELOQUENT DISCOURSE BY THE
REV. D, D MasLAURIN.

Suljee!: Love and the Vislon of God=Love
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Love ia the only interpreter of God, We
saw lust Sunday that to love only are i
Uie revelntionn mude, and that to perlect
¢ ouly can perfect divigo disclosures be
‘e, The converse truth ia equally valu-
patuely: "That love s the only inter-

r of God, of all in the kingdom of

of aifl wpiritualitiea, Nor must you

that this is strange or arblieary. Wa
pedght in all our services to dlsbover
pnalogy between the laws of the spirit-

reaim and the laws with which we are |

Ular,

foi wall find that this, nameiy: That
ove (4 the enly interpreter, ls purt of the
discipline of life in every direction, sl
some one hae well said: “L‘l"oi s furths
est, hears quickest and feels decpess.”

Two illustrationa of that proposilion
have been given; one with regard to the
reaim of nature. Let us eny that two men
are journeving through your beautiful
park: one aees tho nfni conformation,
the general outiine of street and sweep o
figld und shimmering lake, and he notice
that there are trees bordering the drives
and walks, but that is all. Ho has h
eyos chiefly on the ground. e doea not
heur the birds; or, igrlw does, 1t ia not to
divcern one songster from another. Now'
take the other. This man not only sces
the general conformation of the landecape,
the general plan of the artist who laid it
cmr.mut he soea the trees, he seon, he dis-
tinguishes oune from another. He notes
the flowers that spring; he notes not only
the songiter that sings, but be knows its
life and story. He sees the shimmering
poud and lake and the reflected overhang-
ang folinge and is minlstered to by them.
At the end of the journey the latter man
i enriched in his mind and heart. What!
has made the difference between the two
men? The one has been, and is, a lover
of nature. He ia a student of nature be
€ause he loves it. And pature is kind; na-
ture kknows her lovers, and so she makea
disclosurea to him that the other man does
not get,

Two men visit the Metropolitan Musenm |

of Art; and let me say to those who may
not have seen those art treasures, it 1s
worth o visit and much study, One of
these men hurries through it in a perfune-
tory way. O, he notices thore are large
pietures and small ones, but he has no
time for those little bits of paintings that
adora the walls, If there is a big wgilt
frame on one of the pictyres, he admires
it greatly, but it is a bore, and he hurries
out, and wonders why people find so much
in the art gallerics of the world. The
other man discovers in some nﬂ:u pices
the product of a master, and atands
entranced before it for \Jours; and you
will see his eyes sullused with tears, and
if you notice you will see his lip 18 tremu-
lous, He pays no sattention to reie;
he sece the soul of the artist, and ho is
profoundly stirred. 1 have scen men ail
in_ tears before some masterpiece in the
galleries of Europe; their soul finds the
soul of the artist, They interpret him o
'Eis finest moods; they bave come to know

-+« Such men come nearest to interpreting

the Creator, Himself; for of all the sons
of men none stand higher thon the artit.
He who ean take a piece of raw materia],
A piece of ordinary canvas, and make it
ripple like & river, make it roar liko the
mighty ocean, carrying a ship full rigged
upon its bosom; a man who can make it
blossom into a rose, ar who can paiht upon
it & battle scene, preserving the heroiam
and valor of men; & man who can, b
lay before you all that is beautiful,
all t’hat‘ is divine in the world,” surely
stands first among the sons of God, and
t to the Maker Himself in that he
B & creator.
Fhe lover of art sees this. To him these
iinga are digclosed, while the man who
Woes not love gees little, The same is true

* between men. To shom do you disclose

)

purself? Who is able to interprét you!

"The man yvho hates you? Burely not, e |

i8 always misreading you, misinterpreting
our motives. It 15 the man who loves
;gu. He interpreta you, he knows you.
‘So I think the proposition is justified
that love ia the only interpreter of God.
. This brings me to the first point I desire
Yo bring to you this morning, namely, this:
That there is a time in the life of overy
man when he has no wision of God and
spiritual vealities, 1 wish you to mark
that. There is o time in the life of every
man when he has no vision of God and
iritualities, It covers nll that- period
of his life during which he is unregener.
ate, when there ia abaoluteiy no vision of
jod und spiritual realities. The Apostle
vaul will justify that asservtion, for you
rill find him saying in this same epistle,
Mant “the natural man perceiveth not the
iings of the apirit of God, for they are
l yplishness unto him, and he cannot know
Rhem because they are spiritually judged.”
The natural man is not in the realm in
which he can interpret spivitunl reclities,
This mysterious force in the organie
Eingdom we call life. Who knows the or-
ganic kingdom we call life? Who knows
what it is? But we know it is there, and
we know it weaves bodies in which it
dwells; that it is a mimcle and that it per-
_forms miracles of transformation. We are
‘aqquninted with it, Thoer would not eall
1t n miracle were they to know what it ia,
When life is busy, it is performing theee
transformations, but the atom cannot un-

o derstand the results of life forces; they are
b} foolishness unto it, T erly co
[y trary to all it knows of the operatien in its

They are utterly con-

kingdom.

Naow, do you know there is another king-
dom! A third kingdom, which i3 sbove
the organic apd in which sll higher hie

forcea dwell; o third kingdom wisee force |

18 the spirit of the living God. And until
3 man iq;u g::o the life of that king-
om everyt § we say Lranspires in
it is f:;?%shno'u to him {n the natural
om, just as Paul says, “For the nat-
ural man receiveth not the things of the
apirit of God, for they are fonlishness nnto
him, snd he cannot w them, for they
i udged.”” He not en-
kingdom. He does not
know ite law. He does not understand its
enomena; in fact, he does not ses them.
} ; o " hath nura r:gr
ear heard, neither have entered into the
heart of man, the things”"—What Shings
Paul? “The things-shat God tas gl
for them that love Him." So' i
time when there is absolutelyy
30d, and no wvisicn of &

ils
jan of

nnd It I vaslly veloaline that men both in

the chureh and out of it shall recoguize
that great fact. Had men oot of the
chureh discovered that great (asct, they
would have been saved from many failures,
as Hobby Barnp in another connection
says: "It wad {ean mony o bluder free us,
and foolish notion™

Not until o man bos been tonehed by
the finger of God will his ears be opened
to the harmonies of the third kingdom;
not until his eyes have had the vision o
Lhat L.nq-l-;m and his heart made espable
of receiving that kingdom—not until thees
tranaformations have come to him, can n
man know apiritunl realities ab all. &a |
aflirm that there 18 a tithe In the life of
every man when Lhere ls abwolately no vie

8 of Godand o vision of apiritual resls
ILips

Lat me now nobios
that there is & thne
(zod and rea s enigmatical,
“for now o see in & mirror darkly.” That
waord “darkiy” l& a trauslation of & Greek
phrose meaning, “in & riddle."” and thus
you, who have o revised Bilde, will find
that the phrade “in a riddie” s placed in
the margin, for what Poaul meant is this,
“For now we sée in a mirror, in a riddle™
Of course, they did not have the mirrora
w hae }l we }I:Ht." now in the al[m:!!ﬂ!lt.‘ Age.
Him forevermore

Beloved, we will never all meet together
here, hut we may all meet together yone
der. We will never all see cach other,
thevelore, here, lat us so live that we
shall all see each other yonder, when we
linve cotne up, like Tilm, to meet the hoata
out of great tribulations, it may be, havidg
our robdes woashed and made whiteé m the
hloed of the Lamb, THl then, good-bye.
Fhat which they had waa a metal polished
on one surface; sometimes of silver, but
usually it was o round piece of metal pol-
ished ne well ny they could do it, to which
was attached a handle. Now, you can sea
such a mirror would not reflect eleariy, ns
our spiendid mirrors do, the images thas
weore before it. Now it is that furnished
the Apostle Paul with this striking illos
tration: “For now we see in 4 mirror, in a
riddle.”

| Why, the gospel itself, is 53 # camera ob-
scura, in which we see reflected the things
of eternity, What we sce ia not the thing
itaelf, but only the reflection of it. What
we see eannot be the thing itseif, but only
the reflection ot it. That is what the gos-
pel is. The fourfold goapel does nol give

us the lviog Christ; 1t only gives the im-

nge of the living Christ. It is imperiect in

60 far os man has bad part in it, und in so

far as the reflector will give only an im-

perfect image of the reality, and we must

never forget the fact that what we are
looking upon in spiritual things is not the
vbjecta themselves, but only the retlec
tions. Nor must we forget that the deti-
mition is made enigmatic, that the objecta
look like riddles to us nlso, because the eye
of the soul has nct & clear vision. What we
ece, depends on what our heart 1. How
| often we are troubled by the mists and
fogs that arise from the lower levels of our
own lives. How ofteu you and [ know
what it 18 to be lost in the fogs that setile
down upon us a8 the racing yachts were
lost the other day in their final reach for
the gol; utterly lost, hidden themselves
aned afdden from all about them; and like
the challenger, we are apt to get out of
oup course and lose time in the race for the
godl. So we must not forget that both the
mirror and the eye that sees contribute to-
ward the enigmas of our life and the enig-
mag that surround us.

Let us look for & moment ur two ot
life's riddles as they relate to God Him-
salf, Now, I have o deal of sympathy for
the multitudes of men who find it hard to
ses God. They hear from the pulpit of
“God's omniseionce, His omnipresence, His
eternity, He fills immensity, God is spirit.”
Now, what sort of an idea can & man get

rom descriptiona of the Keornal?
Axd he he “You muat love God,” that
the sum #ove! of the gospel in & wond, so
far aa duty s concerned. is this, “Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all
thy wind.” Aond he says to us, “Tow can
Iiove Him? He ia inconeeivab.e to me. 1
cannot form an iinagu of Him. 1 cannoct
see Him to know Him, to Jove Him.”

Now God understands this a heap better
than many theologisns do. So He said
| the "Utterance of God,” the Word, shall

come into human relations; He shail take

on Him, the nature of man; He shall de-
| seend the ladder of divinity, emptying

Himsold, until He renches the lower rangs
of humanity, until He shall thove in the
valley of human life 50 that men ean touch
Him, so that men can hear His voice, 60
fhit men ean look upon His face and in
hearing Him and in touching Him and in
gecing Him, they shall hear and touch and
see the living God.

God cannot be seen by any eve: there is
no mirtor Jarge enough to reflect Him, and
even in that which is “the express image
of His person,” the Christ I have heen
taiking about, we have been secing, as
said only & moment ago, only the ntfiel:t.:':n
of Him, e do pot see Jesus; we only
gee the image of Jesua in this fourfold or
fivefold mirror, the New Testament. [am
saying thie in order to rellove skeptic
minds of renl difficultivs, I am saying this
to relieve Christisns of real difficulties.

The one thing we need to cultivate abova
all elsa is singerity. We should not eny
that we see God when we do not. We
ghould not pretend to heve larger visions
than we possess. When it is impossible
for us to havesa clean, clear ent definition,
we should simpiy wait ind realize with the
Apostie Paul that what we gee ia really in
a mirror, and makes it look like riddles to
us very often,

We ave purzled over the myatery of the
incarnation. How could God come down
and clothe Himeelf in nn infant of days,
Our unenlightened friends are trying hird
to eliminate the miracle of the incarnation
from theology. Lhey had better realize
thair limits; there are lines in the image
we eannot understand, 'The mystery of the
Trinity. Wheo can comprehend that august
dootrine? We must simply wait. There
ar# oo many things we cannot compass
that if we try to we shell find ovrselves
hopalasaly landed in the fore, We just
want to remembor that what we have, even
in the Bible, is onlv & mizror in which we
seo. 88 only 1n a riddle, the realities,

Now let us notice again life's riddlos as
they relate themselves to ocurselves. What
s'TAnge creatures we are. vy hat strange
things you and I sometimes do! How nu-
recpuntably we gometimes act! What nd-
dies we are to ourselves! Can you nander
stand whv you took & given course the
other day? You step uiure
ideals And your own predeterminations, as
to what your career should be. Con you
! unl;ims‘.and why yon said those things the

other day?

in the second place

when the Yisoon of

itun s

do those things? How often men.have raid
to me, 1 cannot understand m{mu; 1 4o
| not understand why I did that thing. Whe,
| really, T cannot explain it.” You cannet,
| unesved nerson, you cannot explsin why
yon rermain in & state of alienstion from
] Cod. If what the Bidle says is true, there
is pending over you sn endleps h¥il. or
t537% s avating for you an endless lie of
| bliss, Now, would you not think that such
| alternatives, “a kingdom dr wrath" open
| tn you, you womld the great ques-
tion? ¥, some of you have lived for
| sixty years vi.&lshe' Teateat Ermblnn in
| the wniverse sill uoadeed. It has been
-3

from your-own |

¥ vou wers 20 blind as to |

|
!
|

my priviidge 16 Ceal wilh a great many
men who had lival until they were thirty
ar fordy or tfty yoars old, and many of
tomm have maid, I cannot updersiand why

I did not yield belore “'g..b riddlea wv
arg to otenlves! How strangely we aot!

low often maon faidl in their strongest
tmntf \"f?'.' fod would my, for inglance,

t an Eljah would never be found a
quaking coward. whining utder a juniper
troa: » man who oould defy the king and,
wha: 1a worse, defy the womsan, the wils
of the king. falling down and asking that
ho might die. Elijah i not the only one
Jome men thak you know have {ailad, when
they failed, in their very sirongest poine.
What ag endimin we are 8 ourselves. Who
can undaratand limeelf? 1 would give
more to kmow my own sslf than nil olsp
besicle, suve God and Jesus Uheist,

Bal look at the anigma of %0 many Hvos
Take, {or lnatance, the problem of persoun)
suffering. Why is it that there is g0 much
suffering? Why In it that same of the best
people are crucifiod so swiully? Why is it
that some of the most refined soula have
the arrows driven furthest into their quis
ering hearts? Do you koow why? Can
you expluin it? Can you explain the o
versés that come, and come to the very
best of pdople? Do you know why some
of the noblest of men and women are ro-
duced from comfort, from affiuence,
through the mesnneas of their own chils
dron or through the raseality of trusted
friends, Lo almost penury?

I know n womsn of a refined, sensitive
apirit, who has been for more than o third
of a ('u:.!u:'?' erupcilied to a wooden man.
dome preacher, of course herself consent-
ing, more tian a third of & century united
her to that wooden man. [ am not draw-
m%“;w" my imagination: | have them
rul tin my mind; I know tham. Not only
o blockhead of a man, but & man with a
wooden heart. Just the opposite of his
wife in her aspirations, refincment and
senuitiveness. It was bard for rue all the
time I knew them not to despise him as I
would n dog, and I think the gnly son and
danghter did almost despise their own
father an they would despisa a cur. Now,
why was that womaen crucified to that
man Y

Here ia & young womem with two or
three bairnies, wee bits of toddling things,
clinping to her shirts, and that man i»
stricken down in the pwme of manhood
just when he is needed. How can we talk
of the consolation of the gospel in sach a
case, 1 have not spoken at funerals fov
years; 1 only read the word of God and
try to pray, bearing up to God the hearts
that are belore me, 1 will not attempt to
explain what i inexplieabls to mysell
All T ean say is what jt‘!m.l said, “Woae 1
do thou knowest not now; hut thou shalt
understand hereafter.® And behind that
1 stand, waiting. It is mockery to under-
take to explain to the soul in such a posi
tion the enigma that appals and over-
whelms her.

I gaid & moment ago, for I must not leave
vou under a dark cloud; I said a moment
agn, of this woman who was erncified for
thirly years, that she wns one of the siint-
lieat and noblest women [ have ever
known, and what I have said of her {a tnde.
One of the most faithful in the chuwreh,
loyal to the pastor, foremost in missionary
work and one of the most noble souls [
knew, and I am not sure but tuat there is
the relation of canse and effect. Is not
thnt wooden man the cause of the beauty
of her character? FHaa not his imperiec-
tion of nature, his coarseneds, driven that
soul to communion with Him who ia the

chief among ten thousand and the One al- |

together lovesy?, And has not her contoct
with His transformed her into His like-
ness, whom sho loves, not having seen”

May it not be that we grow in spite of
our weights, and that these deprivations,
these athi
yon ¢
woights intended to develop us into the
larger manbood and the greater nobilities
of the doul? Look at Jesus Chrisz. 'The
story in brief is the inearnation, is the
minigkry, 18 Gethsemane, is the croas, i#
the grave. Would Jesun ever hava become
the world’s Saviour had He not known
yathsemans and the agony of the eross?
Could Ho bave touched the heart, the nore
heart of the world, had He not gotten
down to the very lowest depthm and falt
:rga}r'\ wnd again the iron in His scogitive
son]?

It mey be, fellow sufferer, it may pe
gentle woman, that your deprivation, thay
your iosses, your heart disappointments
will minister to your transformation aud
to your final oxultation, until you shall
be in spirtiual stature able to stand even
shoulder to shoulder with the Man who
was acquainted with sorrows end griefs.

Now, in conclugion, there ¥ a tune coms
ing when we shall have the perfect vision.
“For now we see in a mirror darkly, but
then face to faces”

A young girl fiileen years of age, a
laughter loving, bappy Christian girl, was
suddenly thrown upon a bed of severe sick-
ness: indesd, all one side was totaily par-
alyzed and she was stricken into almast to-
ta) blindness. Her family phyaician, nfter

ctions, this hard disposition, if |
lease, mpy it not be that they are |

making & very careinl examination, said to |

the sorrowing friends, “She has seen her
best days, poor child'” And thw laughter
lovitg maid responded, “Doctor, now thut
is not true; my best days are to come when
1 shall deethe King in His beauty.” And
gn, beloved., our best doys are to come.
Your best deys and mine, the days when
all the mists have rolled away, when all
the clouds have been dissipated by the
ghining of His face, the day when ail the
enigmas of life shall be solved, the day
when we shall see the King in His beaptr,

Jono savs, “Beloved, now are we the
ehildren of God, and it is not vet made
manifest what we shall b2 We lnow
that 1f He ehall be manifested we shnll he
like Him, for wo shall sen Him evenins Fe
in. You and T to be like Him who nerdeth
nnt to be told sbont man, for Ho k»ow
what was in man. You and 1 to be like
Him, who was independent of gravity, of
all material substances and foroes? Yon
nud I to be Yike Him who on the Moung of
Pransfiguration shone o that the disein'es
were dazsled even of the splends+ of His
garmoents? You and I tn Him
whom .Tohn saw in that divine _*"l_"n"i:i;j.'
recorded in the Inst book of the Bil'e, vane
der in plory, You and T to be liks Hin
who has oversome and iz now sittine on
tha throne of the universe. That i3 what
Hea tina said. “Ha that overcometh will T
give to mit with Me on My throne, evep ns
1 also overcame and am sat down with My
Father on His throne™ Wo shall see Hm.
We shall see Him face to face. Everv
yroblam will be solved, Wa sha’l be wili
Him forevermors,

Paloved, we will never oll meet together
here, but we may all meet together yan-
der, We will never nll see each other,
therefors, here. Let us so live that we

N
e |i.-Tl’

shall all see ezch other vonder, when ave |

m’ v nh
hrd 'u gﬂmldﬂﬂ., itdmyh\i)& han&:
our wea an mades W in
O3 % the Yamb. TiI then, good-bye.

A few le live their lives like & novel,
’knuwingmr; every chapter has a besring
on the wheeis and that &
thread runs through all. DBut mos: of us
pasa our days as if we thought them a val
ume of short stories, which hase not neces
sarily any commection with tosch
James “');bu Lion.

» -

esbct,~ |

Him, to meet the hosts |

continuous |
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